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on the project; two people
supported the project; 102
people were against the project;
one person was uncommitted;
and 60 people expressed
conditional support.

“Those respondents
expressing conditional
support and opposition of
the proposed project were
primarily opposed to the detour
route and duration,” according
to the letter to Commissioner
Paris.

Continued the letter:
“The 23.5-mile detour
proposed at the meeting may
be required for larger vehicles
and tractor trailers; however,
access will be maintained for a
vast majority of vehicles.

“A structural engineer
has determined the proportions
of the existing bridge could
be removed to allow for
construction of a portion of
the new bridge, while at the
same time allowing for a single
lane of vehicular operation to
remain on the old bridge.

“The maximum size
and/or tonnage allowable
to cross the existing bridge
during construction would
be determined as the project
design moves forward.
Every design option is being
considered to ensure school
buses, emergency vehicles, and
small/medium size delivery
trucks would be able to utilize
SR 180 during construction.”

Apetition against closing
the 180 bridge was turned over
to GDOT at the end of the
Aug.25 meeting, and that, too,
along with verbal comments
delivered to the court reporter

present at the open house, has
been made part of the project’s
official record.

“It should be a huge
relief to most people that your
engineers have determined
that you will be able to
keep Highway 180, at Lake
Winfield Scott, open during
construction to most vehicles,”
wrote Commissioner Paris in
response to Mr. Duff of GDOT.
“This is certainly good news
for all involved, and especially
the residents of Suches.

“I also appreciate that
the people of Suches and
Union County came out in
such large numbers to express
their opinions to you that night,
yet did it in a very respectful
manner. Again, thank you and
the staff for working with us
all to make a difficult situation
much better for us all to live
with.”

The proposed detour,
which is under reconsideration,
would take Suches-bound
commuters past SR 180 to go
down the mountain toward
Cleveland, to then take a
right at Turner’s Corner, only
to make their way up Stone
Pile Gap and several miles of
inconveniently crooked road
to Suches.

Past the inconvenience
the detour would create for
many, one major concern was
whether or not emergency
vehicles would be able
to make it to Suches in a
meaningful time — a concern
that undoubtedly weighed
heavily upon GDOT’s decision
to reconsider the detour.
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Hillary Clinton, with her vice
presidential running mate
Tim Kaine, Democrat; and
Gary Johnson, with his vice
presidential running mate Bill
Weld, Libertarian.

For U.S. Senate,
Incumbent Johnny Isakson,
Republican; Jim Barksdale,
Democrat; and Allen Buckley,
Libertarian.

For Public Service
Commissioner, Incumbent
Tim Echols, Republican, and
Eric Hoskins, Libertarian.

For U.S. Representative
in 115th Congress from the
9th Congressional District
of Georgia, Incumbent Doug
Collins, Republican.

For State Senator from
51st District, Incumbent Steve
Gooch, Republican.

For State Representative
in the General Assembly from
8th District, Matt Gurtler,
Republican.

For Clerk of Superior
Court, Incumbent Judy Odom,
Democrat.

For Sheriff, Incumbent
Mack Mason, Republican.

For Tax Commissioner,
Incumbent Lee Knight.

For Surveyor, Jason
Henson, Republican.

For Coroner, Incumbent

Benny Erwin, Republican.

For Sole County
Commissioner, Harold Cook,
Republican, and Incumbent
Lamar Paris, Democrat.

For County Board of
Education District 1, Janna D.
Akins, Republican.

For County Board of
Education District 3, Cynthia
“Cindy” Byers.

The ballot will also
feature a series of proposed state
constitutional amendments
asking for a “yes” or “no”
vote each.

The amendments have
the following stated effects:

One, “provides gre-
ater flexibility and state
accountability to fix failing
schools through increasing
community involvement;”

Two, “authorizes pena-
Ities for sexual exploitation
and assessments on adult
entertainment to fund child
victims’ services;”

Three, “reforms and
re-establishes the Judicial
Qualifications Commission and
provides for its composition,
governance, and powers;”

And four, “dedicates
revenue from existing taxes on
fireworks to trauma care, fire
services, and public safety.”
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706-781-3015 » 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter » Sasha Watson

WAZOO! QUILTING

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

(NS OREFURNEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA
FREE 706-835-1209 f

DE! !
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Su;

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

-
> \. Flip Varney
- Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Blue Ridgc ﬁaintingscr:izcs i

Paint & Staining Specialist - 25 Years Experience!

Now taking reservations
for Interior Repaints

Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409

Now accepting major credit cards!

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

UPHOLSTERY REPAIRS BY
S LS
SeaMS SEw SimpLE UPHOLSTERY

seamssewsimplega@gmail.com
Furniture Boats and More

235 Old Farm View
Blairsville, Ga 30512

239-963-7166
Joseph Janicki

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HigHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

October 28, 2016
90 guided horseback ride
Food & Festivities by Campfire
Moonlight Hayride

90 minute ride through serene woods, open
meadows and mountain streams. $75 per
person. Reservations required.

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL
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Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com
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ers
and Gardens. .COm. |
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Nicole Lands you the
& home of your dreams!!!
| nicole.lands@metrobrokers.com

706-994-3814 ~ Cell
706-781-1884 ~ Office

63 Plott St. Suite A
Blairsville, GA 30512

Personal Loans - Starter Loans « Consolidation Loans and more
417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I

wwuw. Iffc.com BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-

cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia

Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

st
Franklin
Financial
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Dry Cleaners

Press Only Garments ¢ Shirts & Laundry Service
Hydrocarbon Dry Cleaning « Comforters - Beddings - Drapery
Leather & Suede Cleaning « Wet Cleaning
Wash, Dry & Fold ¢+ Alternations
Wedding Gown Cleaning & Preservation
Special Applique Garments « Fire, Water, and Mildew
Restoration Cleaning « Clothing Storage Available
37 Hunt Martin Street, Blairsville » 706-745-1976
221 S Main Street, Hiawassee * 706-896-8580
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of North Georgia

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults

Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia
63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000




